Hospital pharmacy in 1990: the year in review.
The accomplishments of hospital pharmacy in 1990 are reviewed, and external and internal factors affecting the profession are described. Six issues were identified as having a major impact on hospital pharmacy in 1990: cost containment, productivity and leadership, patient safety, medical-legal and ethical considerations, human resource management, and computers and new technologies. Highlights of activity in each of these areas, as reported primarily in the American Journal of Hospital Pharmacy, are reviewed. Hospital pharmacy remains a vibrant and growing profession that is responding positively to external and internal challenges.